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Level of Harm - Minimal harm
or potential for actual harm

Residents Affected - Few

Provide appropriate treatment and care according to orders, resident?s preferences and goals.

**NOTE- TERMS IN BRACKETS HAVE BEEN EDITED TO PROTECT CONFIDENTIALITY** Based on
interview and record review, the facility failed to ensure the appropriate dosage of the medication
Doxycycline (antibiotic used to treat bacterial infection) was given in treating the syphilis infection (a
contagious sexually transmitted disease), for one of three residents reviewed for quality of care
(Resident 1).This failure resulted in Resident 1 to not get the therapeutic dose of doxycycline required
for treating the syphilis infection from March 8, 2026, to March 22, 2026, placing the resident at high
risk for complications from delayed treatment.FindingsOn May 5, 2026, at 1:02 p.m., an interview was
conducted with Resident 1. Resident 1 stated the following:- Sometime in March 2026, she was
readmitted to the facility from the acute hospital Emergency Department with a diagnosis of syphilis;-
She was given the medication Doxycycline for syphilis one tablet once a day for 15 days beginning
March 8, 2026, until March 22, 2026.- The Doxycycline order for one tablet once a day was incorrect,
she did a google search on the Doxycycline syphilis treatment and she should be getting two tablets
instead of one; - She discussed with the Nurse Practitioner (NP) that she should be receiving two
tablets of the medication instead of one, and the NP changed her Doxycycline dose order to one tablet
twice a day for another 15 days beginning March 23, 2026.On May 5, 2026, Resident 1's record was
reviewed. Resident 1 was admitted to the facility on [DATE].A review of Resident 1's History and
Physical, dated March 16, 2026, indicated Resident 1 had the capacity to understand and make
decisions.A review of Resident 1's physician's orders indicated the following:- Doxycycline
Monohydrate Oral Tablet 100 MG (milligram - unit of measurement) Give 1 tablet by mouth one time a
day for syphilis for 15 Days.Start date 03/08/2026. and- Doxycycline Monohydrate Oral Tablet 100
MG. Give 1 tablet by mouth two times a day for syphilis for 14 Days.Start Date 03/24/2026.A review
of Resident 1's acute hospital document titled, (Name of Acute Hospital) emergency room After Visit
Summary, dated March 7, 2026, indicated the laboratory test, Syphilis AB to Treponema Pallidum
(type of blood test used to check for syphilis antibody) result was reactive (tested positive). The
acute hospital document did not indicate a discharge order for Resident 1 to receive Doxycycline one
tablet once a day for syphilis upon admission to the facility.A review of Resident 1's Progress Notes,
indicated the following:- On March 8, 2026, at 2:55 p.m., Licensed Vocational Nurse (LVN) 1
documented, .LATE ENTRY.Resident to start Doxycycline monohydrate PO (by mouth) one time a day
x (for) 15 days. Order was provided by (Name of Acute Hospital) Emergency room.; and- On March 8,
2026, at 2:56 p.m., LVN 2 documented, .Resident had labs done at Riverside University Health System.
Reactive result for Syphilis AB to Treponema pallidum. An order was given by (Name of Acute
Hospital) provider for Doxycycline r/t (related to) reactive results.(Name of Physician) and (Name of
NP) aware and order to continue with medication.A review of Resident 1's NP (Nurse Practitioner)
Progress Notes indicated the following:- On March 10, 2026, at 5:08 p.m., .Pt (Patient) sent out to ER
(Emergency Room) and returned withing (sic.) 24 hrs (hours) for significantflank (sic.) pain . On doxy
(doxycycline) for 14 days.;- On March 12, 2026, at 4:58 p.m., .Pt on doxy (doxycycline).Prior infection
and trep antibodies positive.;- On March 16, 2026, at 5:54 p.m., .Impression/Plan.Syphilis.doxy for 14
days.; and- March 24, 2026, at 4:45 p.m., .Discovered pt only received doxy once a day. Incomplete tx
(treatment) for syphilis and reinstated for doxy 100mg bid for 14 days.On May 6, 2026, at 12:28 p.m.,
(continued on next page)
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an interview was conducted with LVN 1. LVN 1 stated:- He was the licensed nurse who documented
the progress notes on March 8, 2026, at 2:55 p.m.;- Resident 1 informed him upon re-admission to the
facility that she was given Doxycycline in the emergency room (ER) but she did not receive a
discharge order for it;- He called the acute hospital ER, and received an order to continue Doxycycline
one tablet one time a day for 15 days for syphilis;-He verified the order with the NP, and he received
the order to carry out Doxycycline monohydrate 100 mg one tablet once a day for 15 days for
syphilis.On March 6, 2026, at 3 p.m., the NP was interviewed. The NP stated:- Resident returned from
the ER in March and she had an order for Doxycycline to be continued at the facility. The NP stated
the discharge order from the ER was to give Doxycycline one tablet once a day for 15 days and it was
carried out on March 8, 2026;- She visited the resident on March 24, 2026, and the saw the completed
Doxycycline antibiotic therapy in March 22, 2026, was only given once a day and this dose was
incorrect; and- The correct dose to treat the syphilis infection should have been Doxycycline
monohydrate 100 mg one tablet by mouth two times a day for 15 days. She placed an order for the
resident to continue with this dose on March 24, 2026. The DailyMed (an online drug reference for
prescription and non-prescription drugs) indicated, .Patients who are allergic to penicillin should be
treated with doxycycline 100 mg, by mouth, twice a day for 2 weeks. obtained from the U.S National
Library of Medicine (NLM) DailyMed database, updated September 19, 2025.
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