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Medina Valley Health & Rehabilitation Center 913 Hwy 90 W
Castroville, TX 78009

F 0761

Level of Harm - Minimal harm 
or potential for actual harm

Residents Affected - Few

Ensure drugs and biologicals used in the facility are labeled in accordance with currently accepted 
professional principles; and all drugs and biologicals must be stored in locked compartments, separately 
locked, compartments for controlled drugs.

39251

Based on observation, interview, and record review the facility failed to ensure, in accordance with state and 
federal laws, all drugs and biologicals were stored in locked compartments under proper temperature 
controls and permitted only authorized personnel to have access to the keys for 1 of 4 medication carts 
(Medication cart #1) reviewed for medication storage.

The facility failed to ensure the Medication cart in the public area was locked. 

This failure could place residents at risk of medication misuse and drug diversion.

Findings include:

During observation and interview on 9/21/24 at 11:42 am, Medication cart #1 was observed to be unlocked 
and unattended by the state investigator and RN A. There were no staff at the nurses' station and there were 
six residents sitting in the public area where the unlocked medication cart was located. RN A said the 
medication cart was not supposed to be unlocked. RN A further stated it was important the medication carts 
were locked because otherwise both residents and visitors had access to medications. 

During an interview on 9/21/24 at 4:26 pm, the DON said she expected medication carts to be locked when 
unattended, adding this was the facility policy. The DON said it was important to keep medication carts 
locked because medications were stored in the carts and the residents were at risk for negative outcomes if 
they got into the medications. The DON further stated there were residents residing in the facility that were 
mobile and there was a possibility they were able to open the drawers in the medication carts and access the 
medications inside. The DON said the charge nurse was responsible for ensuring the medication carts were 
locked when unattended. The DON further stated when the RN supervisor, ADON, and DON conducted 
rounds they checked to ensure all medication carts were locked. 

Record review of the facility's policy titled, Medication Storage copyright 2024, revealed: It is the policy of this 
facility to ensure all medications housed on our premises will be stored in the pharmacy and/or medication 
rooms according to the manufacturer's recommendations and sufficient to ensure proper sanitation, 
temperature, light, ventilation, moisture control, segregation, and security a. All drugs and biologicals will be 
stored in locked compartments .
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